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PROJECT IDEAS FOR EU FUNDING IN BUCKINGHAMSHIRE FOR 2014-2020 

Government has asked Local Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs) to draw up growth strategies for the use of EU Structural and Investment Funding for 2014-2020.     

As part of the process for developing this strategy, the government has asked the LEPs to come up with specific projects that the LEP might invest in and to identify what match funding might be available at the local level to support projects.  
Given this situation, we need stakeholders to identify any economic development programmes/projects that they are intending to deliver between 2014 – 2020 that will stimulate economic growth.  
Whilst LEPs have been advised that they should not go down to the level of naming individual projects in their EUSIF Strategies, we have been asked to give an indication where local match funding is likely to come from.  To get you thinking about the kind of projects the LEP is likely to be interested in, we have published an indicative list of investments areas at www.btvlep.co.uk (although please bear in mind that this has not yet been agreed by the LEP board and may be subject to change). 

If you are interested in submitting a project for consideration, please complete the form over the page outlining your project idea and its alignment to the EUSIF Thematic Objectives.  At this stage, the single A4 page form for each project idea will be sufficient.  Please do not send more than this or background papers. Additional information will be sought if needed. There will need to be a full application process later for any EU funding, which will need t comply with EU procurement rules and Managing Authority Guidelines.
The indicative financial allocation by Government to support the strategy has not yet been received but as a guide, you should think about Small projects being up to £50,000 total cost; medium projects being up to £250,000 total cost; and large projects being from £250,000 to £2,000,000.

SIF Funding could be expected to contribute up to 50% of this total cost with the remained coming from your own resources or other UK funding.

Please note that an indication of interest at this stage is no guarantee that your activities will be included in the final strategy.  This will depend on availability of funding and whether your activity matches the emerging growth priorities of the Strategy –these will be chosen from a selection of the following 7 Thematic Objectives:

1. Innovation
2. ICT

3. Enhancing the Competitiveness of SMEs
4. Low carbon
5. Promoting employment and supporting labour mobility
6. Promoting social inclusion and combating poverty
7. Investing in education, skills and lifelong learning
Government’s supplementary  guidance on SIF growth strategies can be found here.  
Key Dates: 
23rd September 2013 Forms to be returned to:  jim@btvlep.co.uk 
Early October 2013 – Submission of BTVLEP’s Initial SIF Strategy 

January 2014 - Submission of BTVLEP’s Final SIF Strategy

Buckinghamshire Thames Valley LEP Structural and Investment Fund (SIF) Strategy for 2014-2020

Initial Project Proposal

Project/Idea: (Please give a brief title)

	1.  What are your contact details?
Name:

Organization: 

Address:

E:mail:

	2. Activity: What do you want to do & When?


	3. What growth outcomes will be achieved?



	4. Stage of development: 

Project ready to go

Under development

Concept being discussed

Idea only



	5.Funding 

Total cost

Contribution needed (up to 50%)  

Other sources of funding you have

Where will this be from?

(£)

(£)

(£)



	6. Support for SIF priorities: Which SIF Thematic Objective(s)) will the project/idea support?

1.
Innovation

2.
ICT

3.
Enhancing the Competitiveness of SMEs

4.
Low carbon

5.
Promoting employment and supporting labour mobility

6.
Promoting social inclusion and combating poverty

7.
Investing in education, skills and lifelong learning

Please indicate all objectives the project idea will impact

Further details of these Objectives can be found at: www.btvlep.co.uk 


PLEASE RETURN TO:  jim@btvlep.co.uk  by 23rd August 2013

Many thanks


