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N E W S  R E L E A S E

Film and Formula One back on track in Bucks following 
government exemption

Buckinghamshire Local Enterprise Partnership (Bucks LEP) is delighted by the Culture Secretary’s announcement to allow selected sporting events and production on film and television to get underway safely, for Buckinghamshire this includes world renowned Pinewood Studios and Silverstone.

Andrew M. Smith, Chair of Buckinghamshire Local Enterprise Partnership, said: 
“We are delighted the Government’s has listened to our request to allow selected sporting events such as the British Grand Prix at Silverstone and production on some of the biggest film and television productions at Pinewood to get underway safely this summer, which will be a major boost for our county and local economy.”

Andrew added: “Film and the Formula One are key contributors to the UK’s prosperity and will be a vital part of the post pandemic recovery both nationally and locally.”  

This announcement means film production can recommence at Pinewood Studios, including the filming of Universal’s Jurassic World: Dominion, which is being filmed at various locations in the county – Buckinghamshire being one of the top locations for filming in the UK.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The relaxing of measures for sporting events in England means that Silverstone, in the year of the 70th anniversary of the British Grand Prix, will be able to stage races on 2nd and 9th August. In addition, the Bucks LEP supported Silverstone Experience will be reopening this month on 20th July.
		more…

Film and Formula One back on track in Bucks: 2

Formula One and film and high-end television (HETV) industries, are key economic sectors in Buckinghamshire as highlighted in Buck’s LEP Local Industrial Strategy and its Local Industrial Recovery Strategy.  

The Formula One (F1) sector and its supporting high-performance engineering  industries are based in North of Buckinghamshire, with the Bucks LEP Silverstone Enterprise Zone clustered around the Silverstone Circuit. Our national motor racing stadium, Silverstone, sees its very survival as being directly linked to the staging of the two Grand Prix behind closed doors that the championship seeks to run this summer. 

The UK film and HETV industries are a crucial part of the UK’s world leading creative industries and are huge contributors to the economy. Buckinghamshire’s creative sector is world-renowned with the highest proportion of employment in this sector in the UK with over 17,300 jobs across 4,430 businesses – supporting the local economy and the delivery of the Government’s Industrial Strategy.

Bucks LEP is a business led Local Enterprise Partnership which promotes economic growth and prosperity across Buckinghamshire. Bucks is a significant wealth generator for the UK economy, and the commitment of over £73m in Local Growth Funds is unleashing ambition and creativity in the county. This funding is enabling the delivery of new road and rail infrastructure, better skills and business opportunities and enhancing digital connectivity to support sustainable economic growth in Bucks, which sits at the heart of the Oxford-Cambridge Arc.

Ends

Photo caption: 	Film and the Formula One are key contributors to the UK’s prosperity and will be a vital part of the post pandemic recovery both nationally and locally. 


Note to editors
[bookmark: _Hlk41934796]The Buckinghamshire Local Enterprise Partnership (Bucks LEP) is a business-led ‘partnership of equals’ between local government and the private sector, building the conditions for sustainable economic growth in the County. 

Buckinghamshire Business First (BBF) is the Growth Hub for the county and is backed by Buckinghamshire-based entrepreneurs, thousands of SMEs, the Buckinghamshire LEP and Buckinghamshire Council. BBF provides the link between public policy and the business community in Buckinghamshire and works with partners to create a dynamic business environment in the Entrepreneurial Heart of Britain. 

For further information, please contact:
Richard Burton	
Communications Manager, Buckinghamshire LEP

T: 01494 927160
M: 07866 492292
E: richard.burton@btvlep.co.uk   
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